
 

Project title: Working with civil society and online health experts to enhance culturally 
sensitive communication for blood related health conditions 
 
 
Description 
 
Dr Eziefula (Brighton and Sussex Medical School) and Professor Unnithan (Medical Anthropology, 
Global Studies) have been collaborating over the past two years in an international transdisciplinary 
research network on Narrating Blood, based at the CORTH research centre at the University of 
Sussex, for expanding public health expertise and knowledge of hidden blood conditions such as 
anaemia in LMIC countries Ghana and India. CORTH brings NGO collaborators together with 
academic partners to develop culturally sensitive policy-related interventions for reproductive health 
issues in low- and middle-income countries. In 2018, CORTH established the Narrating Blood 
network to develop effective health communication by converging medical, technical and social, 
culturally-sensitive methodologies that can help support community providers. Following the WHO 
initiative to target anaemia and maternal mortality, the focus is exchange of expertise and knowledge 
about less-visible, non-communicable blood-related determinants of morbidity and mortality. A 
specific aim of the existing network is to innovate, design and evaluate digital communication tools for 
health promotion and health care delivery on the topic of anaemia. The project includes working with 
NGOs and project partners in Ghana and India as well as with UK digital health experts to gather an 
organise information (academic, policy and NGO literature) and data on how to enhance the cultural 
sensitivities of digital apps and digital platforms used in the two countries.  
 
 
Method 
 
The student working on this project would work closely with Professor Unnithan and Dr Eziefula. In 
collaboration with NGO partners in Sub-Saharan Africa and India they would i) help collect examples 
of digital interventions in the area of reproductive health with a special focus on anaemia, ii) undertake 
a literature review of social science material on the use of digital health applications in cross-cultural 
contexts. In addition, the student would assist with the organising knowledge exchange webinars, 
taking minutes and writing reports of the meetings. The student would gain experience of working in 
an interdisciplinary research centre and across the schools of medicine and anthropology at the 
University. They would learn about the application of qualitative research methods, and methods of 
communication and exchange of knowledge from the desk to the field and to policy. Their work and 
support would be acknowledged in the outcomes of the project. The student’s involvement in this 
project will be facilitated through the Centre for Cultures of Reproduction, Technologies and Health 
(CORTH) at Sussex University, and they will be encouraged to participate in the events and activities 
of CORTH for the duration of their involvement in this project. They would also be encouraged to 
becomes external members of the centre after the project is over. 
 
  
Skills / experience required 

- Strong writing, reporting and communication skills 
- Ability to conduct academic literature searches 
- Ability to organize and analyze a range of literature across the fields of anthropology, 

reproductive health and digital health. 
- Familiarity with organizing and online meetings and writing reports 
-  
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Learning Outcomes 
 
The student will: 
- Develop a familiarity with literature on reproductive health, anaemia in developing countries, civil 
society mobilisation, international health policy.  
- Learn about knowledge translation methods, ethnographic research, and participatory research 
methods.  
- Develop communication, writing and analysis skills. 
- Understand the process involved in research collaboration. 
  
 
Supervisors:  Prof. Maya Unnithan and Dr Chie Eziefula 
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